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March 7, 2013 

 
To Whom It May Concern: 

 
It is my pleasure to write this letter on behalf of Alison Bongiorno.  Ms. Bongiorno served as 
a student teacher at the Pittsburgh Gifted Center during the Second Semester of the 2012-
13 school year.  I have observed Ms. Bongiorno establish a structured and caring classroom 
for students.  She assumed responsibility for rigorous course designs in Art and created a 
classroom environment of high expectations.  She took on a difficult challenge and made it 
work.  The students were the beneficiaries of her diligent persistence. 

 
Ms. Bongiorno uses a variety of techniques to accommodate different learning styles.  Her 
teaching style integrates content knowledge with process skill development to enrich 
learning for students.  I observed direct instruction, flexible groups, high level discussions, 
and the use of instructional technology.  Alison scaffolds instruction to build success and 
opportunities for children to explore, create, and think deeply about content and process. 

 
Ms. Bongiorno is committed to improving her practice through regular reflection and 
conversations with other professionals.  She spends significant amounts of time creating 
and modifying engaging lessons that give students opportunities to explore and “own” their 
work.  In addition, Alison consistently fulfills her responsibilities above and beyond her role 
as a classroom teacher.  Her willingness to support children and our school is exemplary. 

 
Ms. Bongiorno’s skills, and ability to see each child as an individual, provide her with a 
strong foundation to be a successful teacher.  She is a team player who sees the value of 
learning from her peers.  She implements “best practices” that she learns from other 
professionals.  I highly recommend Alison Bongiorno as a Classroom Teacher.  If you have 
any questions, please call me at 412-338-3820. 

 
Sincerely, 

 

Jerry Minsinger 
Principal  
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